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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW

IMMIGRATION COURT

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

______________________________

IN THE MATTER OF:

)






)

CLIENT


 
)
File No:  AXXX-XXX-XXX


)








)
Next Master Calendar hearing: 

RESPONDENT


)
DATE at TIME

_____________________________
)
before the Honorable JUDGE
MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE

COMES NOW, Counsel for Respondent, Client Client, and respectfully requests that this Court change venue in Respondent’s case to the Atlanta, Georgia Immigration Court.  In support of this motion, the undersigned states the following:

1. The National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) began representing Respondent in January of 2006.  Counsel’s E-28 is already on file.  In about June of 2007. Respondent moved to Riverdale, Georgia, to be near friends who could support her during the pendency of her asylum application.  In April of 2008, while continuing to reside in Georgia, Respondent gave birth to twins.  The father of Respondent’s twin children is a U.S. citizen.
2.  Respondent is currently set for a master calendar hearing on December 15, 2008 before Judge Katsivalis
3. Respondent resides at Address Address with her twin children.  Respondent has a strong support system in Georgia and the father of her children resides in Georgia as well.  Respondent relies on these friends for financial and emotional support, as well as for assistance with the care of her children.  

4. Respondent is an asylum-seeker and had not had work authorization or worked since her release from detention in June 2007.  Respondent and her twin children are completely financially supported by her sponsor and other charities, including her church and the Salvation Army, all of which are located in Georgia.  Respondent does not have the means to secure housing, food or other basic needs in Chicago and she does not have the means to travel back and forth between Georgia and Chicago to prepare for an asylum merits hearing.  

5. Having to travel from Georgia to Chicago would also pose an extreme hardship to Respondent because of the young age of her children.  It would be incredibly difficult for Respondent to travel on a Greyhound bus or Amtrak train with her two babies and it might be unsafe for Respondent to attempt to do so.  Respondent cannot leave her children in Georgia while she travels to Chicago and she does not have anyone to care for her children in Chicago while she appears in Court.  See Exhibit B.

6. In Georgia, Respondent’s fellow church members and her sponsor’s family provide Respondent with a much-needed financial and emotional support system.  Respondent does not have any friends or family in the Chicago-area.  See Exhibit B.

7. Respondent is aware that if this Court grants Counsel’s motion, she must attend any scheduled hearings before the Atlanta Immigration Court even if she has not secured new counsel.  

8. As Respondent’s case was recently referred to the Immigration Court and Respondent has not yet had any hearings before the Chicago Immigration Court, changing venue to the Atlanta, Georgia Immigration Court will not prejudice the government.  This motion is not intended in any way to cause undue delay in this case.   

WHEREFORE, given Respondent’s relocation to Georgia and the birth of her twin children there, Counsel respectfully requests that the Court change venue in Respondent’s case to the Atlanta, Georgia Immigration Court.  

Respectfully submitted,

Date: ________________________


______________________________
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I, ___________________, hereby certify that I delivered a copy of Motion to Change Venue to the Office of the District Counsel, located at 55 East Monroe St., Suite 1700, Chicago, IL 60603-5701, on _______________________.






___________________________







ATTORNEY
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW

IMMIGRATION COURT

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of Client Client

A Number: XXX-XXX-XXX
ORDER OF THE IMMIGRATION JUDGE

Upon consideration of the Respondent’s Motion to Change Venue, it is HEREBY ORDERED that the motion be _____ GRANTED  _____  DENIED because:


_____DHS does not oppose the motion.


_____ A response to the motion has not been filed with the Court.


_____ Good cause has been established for the motion


_____ The Court agrees with the reasons stated in the opposition to the motion.


_____ Other:

_____________________



​​​​____________________________________

Date






Immigration Judge
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