
The U.S. government spends over three billion a year on the largest
immigration detention apparatus in the world to detain and deport people
who have lived in the U.S. for decades or who arrived recently seeking
safety or a better life. People in detention experience inhumane
conditions and rights abuses that include medical neglect, preventable
deaths, punitive use of solitary confinement, lack of due process,
obstructed access to legal counsel, and discriminatory and racist
treatment. The numbers behind the immigration detention system provide
a glimpse of the depths of inhumanity experienced on a daily basis by
those in detention and the significant public costs, as more taxpayer
dollars go towards private prison companies profiting each year off
detention contracts. The numbers reiterate the urgent need to halt
efforts to expand the system and phase out the use of immigration
detention.

Snapshot of ICE Detention:
 Inhumane Conditions and Alarming Expansion
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DEATHS IN DETENTION

95%

people have died in ICE custody since the start
of the Biden administration. 

Twelve of those deaths have occurred over the last year alone, more than
double the year before.

ICE has failed to improve conditions that lead to tragic and largely
preventable deaths.

A June 2024 report examined 52 deaths between 2017 and 2021, finding
that:

23

of those deaths could likely
have been prevented with
adequate medical care.
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https://www.npr.org/2023/08/16/1190767610/ice-detention-immigration-government-inspectors-barbaric-negligent-conditions
https://www.npr.org/2023/08/16/1190767610/ice-detention-immigration-government-inspectors-barbaric-negligent-conditions
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-launches-inquiry-into-medical-and-mental-health-care-in-ice-detention-centers
https://www.aclu.org/publications/deadly-failures-preventable-deaths-in-us-immigrant-detention
https://www.aclu.org/publications/deadly-failures-preventable-deaths-in-us-immigrant-detention
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/endless-nightmare-solitary-confinement-in-us-immigration-detention/
https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/research-item/documents/2023-06/NIJC-Policy-Brief_ICE-Bond-Reform_May-2023.pdf
https://immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/obstructed-legal-access-june-2023-update
https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/research-item/documents/2024-06/No%20Human%20Being%20Should%20Be%20Held%20There%20-%20THE%20MISTREATMENT%20OF%20LGBTQ%20AND%20HIV%20POSITIVE%20PEOPLE%20IN%20U.S.%20FEDERAL%20IMMIGRATION%20JAILS.pdf
https://immigrantjustice.org/press-releases/demands-grow-investigation-anti-blackness-florida-county-jail
https://immigrantjustice.org/press-releases/demands-grow-investigation-anti-blackness-florida-county-jail
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/unchecked-growth-private-prison-corporations-and-immigration-detention-three-years-into-the-biden-administration
https://immigrantjustice.org/research-items/policy-brief-cut-contracts-its-time-end-ices-corrupt-detention-management-system
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detainee-death-reporting
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/number-deaths-ice-custody-already-double-last-year-rcna154659
http://aila.org/library/deaths-at-adult-detention-centers
https://www.aclu.org/publications/deadly-failures-preventable-deaths-in-us-immigrant-detention
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USE OF SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

increase since March 2023 in ICE’s use of
solitary confinement for people considered50%

members of “vulnerable and special populations.”

The average number of consecutive and cumulative days in solitary has
more than doubled for this population, which ICE classifies as people who
self-identify as LGBTI, have a serious mental or medical illness, are on a
hunger strike, or are on suicide watch. 

In solitary confinement, which ICE refers to as “segregation,” people are
isolated in small cells with minimal human contact for days, weeks, or
years. The practice has a devastating psychological and physical impact,
as The New York Times recently reported.

NIJC continues to call for an end to the use of solitary confinement in
immigration detention, and Members of Congress have joined human
rights organizations in calling for an end to ICE’s use of the inhumane
practice. 

Source: ICE Detention Statistics

https://phr.org/our-work/resources/endless-nightmare-solitary-confinement-in-us-immigration-detention/
https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/issue/documents/2022-09/One-pager-CRCL-mental-health-detention-FINAL_June-2022.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/06/health/solitary-confinement-immigrants-us.html
https://immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/nijc-calls-us-eliminate-solitary-confinement-immigration-detention
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/warren-markey-durbin-colleagues-urge-biden-administration-to-phase-out-ice-solitary-confinement
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management
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LACK OF DUE PROCESS

60%

Data on bond access illuminates racial disparities in ICE detention.
Human rights groups have found that Black immigrants are less likely to
be released on bond or parole, and are forced to pay much higher bonds.

of people in ICE custody are subject to
“mandatory detention,” meaning they do

not have a right to a bond hearing to make a case for
release, which is basic due process.

Source: ICE Detention Statistics

of people in ICE custody are held in detention
centers operated for profit by private companies 

PROFIT-DRIVEN EXPANSION

This is a 10 percent increase from the Trump administration. 

ICE’s oversight system permits abuse and stifles accountability, allowing
for lucrative contracts to continue with impunity.

90% 
as of July 2023.

https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/US-Coalition_anti-Black-Discrimination-in-Immigration__CERD-Report_072222.pdf
https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/research-item/documents/2023-06/NIJC-Policy-Brief_ICE-Bond-Reform_May-2023.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/unchecked-growth-private-prison-corporations-and-immigration-detention-three-years-into-the-biden-administration
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/unchecked-growth-private-prison-corporations-and-immigration-detention-three-years-into-the-biden-administration
https://immigrantjustice.org/research-items/policy-brief-beyond-repair-ices-abusive-detention-inspection-and-oversight-system
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2022/06/private-prison-industry-shifts-focus-to-immigrant-detention-centers-funding-immigration-hawks/
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Average Number of People Detained by ICE Daily 

ICE detained more than 260,000 people over the last year alone. This
includes people who have lived in the U.S. for decades, parents of U.S.
citizens, parents separated from their children, and people who arrived
recently seeking asylum or a better life.

People increasingly protest the abuses they face in detention. As of June
2024, hundreds of people in at least five different facilities were on hunger
strikes.

ICE often responds to protests with threats and physical force, using
pepper spray, non-lethal bullets, and sending protesters to solitary
confinement. 

MORE PEOPLE DETAINED IN WORSENING CONDITIONS

people are detained each day on average,
an alarming 140% increase from the start37K

of the Biden administration.

Source: ICE Detention Statistics

http://freedomforimmigrants.org/detention-statistics
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2024/loss-free-phone-access-critical-lifeline-detention-triggers-hunger-strikes
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2024/loss-free-phone-access-critical-lifeline-detention-triggers-hunger-strikes
https://ccrjustice.org/home/press-center/press-releases/advocates-demand-investigation-ices-retaliation-and-abuse-against
https://www.ice.gov/detain/detention-management


Source: ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations Statistics

During the Biden administration, the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security renewed dozens of contracts and entered into new agreements
with private prison companies, including opening the Moshannon Valley
detention center in Pennsylvania, one of ICE’s 12 facilities that hold over
1,000 people each. 

ICE uses more than 190 different facilities for detention across more than
40 states and U.S. territories. The states with the most people detained by
ICE are Texas, Louisiana, California, Arizona and Georgia.

The Biden administration ended a small number of ICE contracts with
some of the most egregious facilities, and ICE terminated agreements in
states that banned immigration detention. Now, alarmingly, the Biden
administration is seeking to expand the detention system, issuing
solicitations for contracts for new facilities across the country.

NEW FACILITIES AND CONTRACTS 

ICE expanded immigration detention by 
under the Trump administration.        50%

Number of People in Detention by Region,
FY2021-2024
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http://ice.gov/spotlight/statistics
https://trac.syr.edu/whatsnew/email.240105.html
https://www.ice.gov/spotlight/statistics
https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/quickfacts/detention.html
https://immigrantjustice.org/research-items/policy-brief-beyond-repair-ices-abusive-detention-inspection-and-oversight-system
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/State%20Legislation%20Bans%20on%20Immigration%C2%A0Detention_DWN_12.16.2021.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/NGO%20Letter%20regarding%20ICE%20Detention%20-%20July%202024.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/report/justice-free-zones-us-immigration-detention-under-trump-administration


Funding for ICE Detention Over Time

CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING

Funding for detention is providing a windfall for private prison companies
with enormous human and public costs.

Congress approved $3.4 billion in taxpayer dollars for fiscal year 2024 for
ICE to detain an average daily population of 41,500 people - an increase of
$500 million from the prior year. 

Yearly funding for ICE detention has skyrocketed to
higher than what it was two decades ago.  

Source: Congressional Appropriations Bills

For more information, visit the National Immigrant 
Justice Center’s website here: 
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https://immigrantjustice.org/

5x

https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20240318/Division%20C%20Homeland.pdf
http://crsreports.congress.gov/AppropriationsStatusTable?id=2024
https://immigrantjustice.org/

