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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW

IMMIGRATION COURT

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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REDACTED
Respondent in Removal Proceedings
	AXXX-XXX-XXX

Next Master Calendar Hearing: 

DATE at TIME
before the Honorable NAME

	EMERGENCY MOTION FOR TELEPHONIC APPEARANCE 

AND WAIVER OF RESPONDENT’S APPEARANCE



Respondent, REDACTED, by and through pro bono counsel, REDACTED, respectfully moves the Court to waive Respondent’s appearance and permit counsel to appear telephonically. In furtherance of this motion, the Respondent alleges as follows:
1. Undersigned counsel is representing Respondent as a pro bono attorney through the National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC).

2. The world is confronting the COVID-19 pandemic. Preliminary reports from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) indicate that the virus is primarily spread between people who are in close contact.
 The virus can also be spread before people show symptoms. Id. The virus can remain alive on surfaces--such as court tables--for days.
 The pandemic has caused the President to issue a national declaration of emergency.
 Additionally, COVID-19 cases are present in Chicago, Illinois, Cook County, and throughout the state. Illinois Governor JB Pritzker issued a state of emergency decree and both he and Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot have asked the public to reduce contact to the maximum extent possible.

3. To slow the spread of the virus the CDC advises individuals to increase their physical distance from other people to about 6 feet. Id. Consequently, social gatherings, business conferences, sporting events and religious ceremonies have been cancelled or postponed across the nation.  Most recently, the CDC has recommended that for the next eight weeks, events consisting of 50 people or more be cancelled or postponed.
 
4. It is impossible to comply with the medical professional’s advice in a master calendar hearing where Respondents, their lawyers, government lawyers, court staff, security, and this Honorable Judge convene in small quarters, and where they must wait in cramped quarters with dozens of others. Indeed, requiring attendance in such a setting runs contrary to the advice of the CDC and other medical professionals.
5. Even within the firm of the undersigned, we have taken the following precautions in order to protect the health of our staff, our clients, and our community, and to comply with the recommendations of the CDC and our local officials: [LIST].

6. [If applicable] Counsel is aware that Respondent must utilize public transportation in order to attend court, placing Respondent’s health at risk to attend the upcoming court hearing. 
7. [If any members of the Respondent’s family or counsel’s team are high risk, add here]

8. The most effective way to ensure the health of all individuals concerned by waiving the Respondent’s presence and permitting undersigned counsel to appear telephonically. The undersigned will be available for a telephonic hearing at [TELEPHONE NUMBER].
Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, the Respondent respectfully moves the Court to waive the Respondent’s appearance and permitting counsel to appear telephonically.






Respectfully submitted,

March __, 2020


_______________________________






[Attorney Name and Contact Information]
Certificate of Service

I, [Attorney Name], hereby certify that I served a copy of Respondent’s Emergency Motion for Telephonic Appearance and Waiver of Respondent’s Appearance on the Chicago ICE Office of Chief Counsel via the following method on March ___, 2020:

____ first class mail delivery to 525 W. Van Buren Street, Suite 701, Chicago, IL 60607.

___ upload to the ICE eService Portal.








_________________________








       Signature

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW

IMMIGRATION COURT

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

	IN THE MATTER OF:

REDACTED

Respondent in Removal Proceedings
	AXXX-XXX-XXX




ORDER OF THE IMMIGRATION JUDGE

Upon consideration of the Respondent’s Motion for Telephonic Appearance and Waiver of Respondent’s Appearance, it is HEREBY ORDERED that the motion be:
 _____ GRANTED. The hearing is continued.  

_____ GRANTED in part and DENIED in part. 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

_____ DENIED. 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________




____________________________________

Date 






 Immigration Judge 
Certificate of Service

This document was served by:
   Mail 

 Personal Service

To:   Alien  
  Alien c/o Custodial Officer     Alien’s Atty/Rep    Department

Date: ________________________ 
By:  Court Staff: ___________________________
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