“Yes, I don’t have any attorney yet because I’m still in prison here and …
I don’t know what kind of miracle … I’m here as a prisoner.
… I don’t understand anything, Madam.”
— Congolese asylum seeker jailed at the Cibola County Correctional Center,
responding to questioning from an immigration judge
A Note on Methodology
For the survey cited in this report, the National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) undertook a census of all the
attorneys we could identify who regularly practice immigration law in New Mexico and Texas. The intent was to
determine 1) the number of attorneys available to take immigration cases out of the Cibola County Correctional
&HQWHUDQG WKHPD[LPXPQXPEHURIFDVHVHDFKDWWRUQH\FRXOGWDNHDWDJLYHQWLPH1,-&VWDIILGHQWL¿HG
all attorneys in New Mexico who, as of July 2017, were members of the American Immigration Lawyers AssoFLDWLRQ $,/$ WKHSULPDU\PHPEHUVKLSDVVRFLDWLRQIRULPPLJUDWLRQDWWRUQH\VLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV LGHQWL¿HG
using the membership directory at http://www.aila.org/member-directory). Through informal conversations with
AILA members and legal aid organizations, NIJC staff added other New Mexico- and Texas-based attorneys
WRWKHOLVWZKRZHUHLGHQWL¿HGDVSURYLGLQJHYHQPLQLPDOOHJDOUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDW&LEROD1,-&VWDIIDQGLQWHUQV
reached out to each of these attorneys via email and telephone. NIJC communicated directly via phone or
HPDLOZLWKDQDWWRUQH\RUDXWKRUL]HGVWDIISHUVRQDWDOOEXWQLQHRIWKHRI¿FHVRQWKH¿QDOOLVW(DFKDWWRUQH\
was asked whether they were able and willing to provide legal representation to individuals detained at Cibola,
for a fee or on a low-cost or pro bono basis, and if so approximately how many cases they could take at maximum capacity. The detailed results of this census are on record with NIJC.
In addition to these census questions, NIJC staff held more extensive interviews with staff members at the
IROORZLQJQRQSUR¿WOHJDOVHUYLFHSURYLGHUV&DWKROLF&KDULWLHVRI6RXWKHUQ1HZ0H[LFR /DV&UXFHV10 'LRFHVDQ0LJUDQWDQG5HIXJHH6HUYLFHV (O3DVR7; ,QVWLWXWR/HJDO $OEXTXHUTXH10 /DV$PHULFDV,PPLJUDQW$GYRFDF\&HQWHU (O3DVR7; WKH1HZ0H[LFR,PPLJUDQW/DZ&HQWHU $OEXTXHUTXH10 DQG6DQWD
)H'UHDPHUV3URMHFW 6DQWD)H10 $GGLWLRQDOO\LQ-XQH1,-&VWDIIPHPEHUVYLVLWHGWKH&LERODSULVRQ
where they spoke with 12 individuals detained at the facility whose insights inspired and contributed to this
report. Notes from these conversations are on record with NIJC. Notes from all of these conversations are on
record with NIJC.
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Cibola County Correctional Center
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Introduction
:KHQ'RQDOG7UXPSZDVHOHFWHGSUHVLGHQWWKH
immigration detention system was already mired
in such dysfunction that it routinely threatened
the lives of those trapped inside. More than a
year later, the administration intentionally uses
its broken network of hundreds of immigration
MDLOVWRDGYDQFHDQDJHQGDWKDWSULRULWL]HVPDVV
deportation above respect for basic rights. This
report focuses on the Cibola County Correctional
Center, a prison complex in rural New Mexico
owned and operated by the private prison giant
CoreCivic (formerly Corrections Corporation of
America)1ZLWKWKHFDSDFLW\WRMDLOLPPLgrants facing deportation. Located far from any
PDMRUXUEDQFHQWHULQDVWDWHZLWKQRLPPLJUDWLRQ
court, the prison has become a black hole of due
process rights.
The National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) is
particularly alarmed by the lack of meaningful ac-

cess to counsel at the Cibola prison. Federal immigration law allows immigrants the right to counsel in deportation proceedings, but immigrants
must locate and pay for it themselves. Immigrants
detained in Cibola and many other immigration
MDLOVQDWLRQDOO\DUHXQDEOHWRDYDLOWKHPVHOYHVRI
this right because the capacity of nearby legal
service organizations to provide representation is
dwarfed by the need. An NIJC survey of legal
service providers reveals that New Mexico
and Texas immigration attorneys, at their
maximum capacity, are only able to represent
approximately 42 detained individuals at the
Cibola prison at any given time — six percent
of the jail’s population in April 2017. The due
process violations occurring at Cibola and other
'HSDUWPHQWRI+RPHODQG6HFXULW\ '+6 SULVRQV
are the latest consequences of the Trump adPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶VVFKHPHWRMDLOVRPDQ\LPPLJUDQWV
and in such remote locations, that their right to
representation is rendered meaningless.

Immigration detention:
National average daily
SRSXODWLRQE\¿VFDO\HDU2
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In light of DHS’s systematic and willful rights violations, NIJC calls on the
agency to close detention
facilities like Cibola, where
due process is non-existent given individuals’ lack
of access to counsel, and
demands that Congress
immediately cut funding
for DHS’s enforcement
and detention operations.
(See Recommendations,
page 10.)

Cibola’s
Troubling
History
The Cibola County Correctional Center is in
northwest New Mexico, about a 90 minute drive
from Albuquerque. It sits nestled in the sparsely
SRSXODWHGYLOODJHRI0LODQMXVWQRUWKRIWKH(O
Malpais National Monument and east of the Zuni
DQG5DPDK1DYDMR,QGLDQ5HVHUYDWLRQV&HOO
phone access is weak in the last few miles approaching the prison via Route 66.
The Cibola facility became an immigration prison on October 28, 2016, when Cibola County
entered into an Inter-Governmental Service
$JUHHPHQWZLWK'+6¶V,PPLJUDWLRQDQG&XVWRPV
(QIRUFHPHQW ,&( 3 All funds obtained through
WKHFRQWUDFWÀRZGLUHFWO\WR&RUH&LYLFZLWKWKH
exception of a kickback of $.50 per day per
person, which goes to the impoverished county.4
The contract provides for the detention of 1,100
LQGLYLGXDOVDWD¿[HGUDWHRIMXVWRYHUPLOOLRQ
monthly, plus a “bed day rate” of $55.43 per day
IRUHDFKSHUVRQMDLOHGDERYHDSRSXODWLRQRI5
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Behind these numbers lurks a complicated history. Before converting the facility into an immigration prison, CoreCivic held federal criminal
inmates there for 16 years under contract with the
%XUHDXRI3ULVRQV %23 6,Q-XO\%23WHUminated the contract after investigations revealed
a history of unexplained deaths and rampant
medical negligence at the facility.7 Within three
PRQWKVRI%23¶VQRWL¿FDWLRQWR&RUH&LYLFRIWKH
FRQWUDFWWHUPLQDWLRQ,&(DQG&LEROD&RXQW\KDG
signed to keep the facility open as an immigration
prison.8'XULQJWKLVLQWHULPSHULRG&RUH&LYLF¶V
&KLHI([HFXWLYH2I¿FHU'DPRQ+LQLQJHUVKDUHG
on a quarterly stakeholder call his optimism that
,&(¶VLQWHULRUHQIRUFHPHQWHIIRUWV³FRXOGFUHate demand for additional detention capacity,”
and boost the company’s bottom line.9 Cibola
County commissioners agreed to serve as a
SDVVWKURXJKIRUWKHFRQWUDFWEHWZHHQ,&(DQG
CoreCivic without public scrutiny of the facility’s
checkered history.10
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Vulnerable Populations
Behind Bars
7KHLPPLJUDQWVMDLOHGDW&LERODDVLQWKHUHVWRI
the immigration detention system, include asylum
seekers as well as undocumented and lawfully
present immigrants who have lived in the United
States for decades. All of them face removal proceedings and potential permanent exile from the
United States.11
0DQ\RIWKRVHMDLOHGDW&LERODDUHLQDFXWHQHHG
of specialized medical and mental health services. For example, asylum seekers are more
likely than not to suffer anxiety, depression, and/
or post-traumatic stress disorder due to the harm
DQGYLROHQFHWKH\KDYHÀHG12
$GGLWLRQDOO\'+6PDLQWDLQVDGHGLFDWHGXQLWIRU
transgender women within the Cibola prison.13
Transgender immigrants are likely to be seeking

asylum based on transphobic violence they have
already faced or that they fear, and because of
such histories are likely to suffer from depression,
post-traumatic stress disorder, and other mental
health conditions.14 Transgender women also are
more likely to require specialized medical care
LQFOXGLQJKRUPRQHUHSODFHPHQWWKHUDS\DQG+,9
treatment.15 The Cibola prison’s remoteness from
legal advocates and its history of medical negligence are particularly alarming in light of these
additional vulnerabilities.

No Lawyers for Miles
While the Cibola County Correctional Center illustrates many of the failings of the immigration detention system nationwide, this report highlights
VSHFL¿FDOO\WKHDEVHQFHRIPHDQLQJIXODFFHVVWR
FRXQVHO1,-&VXUYH\HGQRQSUR¿WOHJDOVHUYLFH
providers near the prison, immigration attorneys
throughout the state, and people detained in the
prison (see “A Note on Methodology,” page 1).
7KHLUUHVSRQVHVUHYHDOHGWKDWWKHYDVWPDMRULW\
of immigrants detained in Cibola are unable to
avail themselves of their statutory right to counsel because there are simply not enough immigration attorneys near the prison to meet the
overwhelming need.
Throughout New Mexico and Texas, NIJC idenWL¿HGRQO\DWWRUQH\V±LQFOXGLQJIUHHDQG
low-cost legal service providers as well as memEHUVRIWKHSULYDWHEDU±ZLOOLQJWRWDNHUHPRYDO
defense cases out of the Cibola prison. At their
self-described maximum capacity, these attorneys would only be able to provide counsel to 42
individuals at the prison at any given time. This
rate constitutes six percent of the prison’s April
2017 population of 689 (the most recent data
PDGHDYDLODEOHE\'+6 DQGOHVVWKDQIRXUSHUcent of the prison’s population were it to reach
capacity.16
The depth and novelty of the need for legal ser-
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vices out of the Cibola prison has greatly taxed
WKHUHJLRQ¶VQRQSUR¿WLPPLJUDWLRQOHJDODLGRUJDnizations. The New Mexico Immigrant Law CenWHULQ$OEXTXHUTXHDQGWKH6DQWD)H'UHDPHUV
3URMHFWZRUNLQSDUWQHUVKLSWRSURYLGHOHJDOHGXcation presentations and support to immigrants
who are representing themselves in immigration
court while detained at Cibola. No government
funding is provided to either organization to
support these presentations. Neither organization
has capacity or dedicated funding to take on a
VLJQL¿FDQWQXPEHURIGLUHFWUHSUHVHQWDWLRQFDVHV
on top of their non-detained work and legal education presentations. In fact, when the Cibola
prison began detaining immigrants, the Santa Fe
'UHDPHUV3URMHFWKDGWRGLYHUWPDQ\RILWVUHVRXUFHVDZD\IURPHFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQWSURMects for local immigrant communities in order to
serve those in detention. Allegra Love, director of
WKH6DQWD)H'UHDPHUV3URMHFWUHFDOOVGHVSHUDWH
rounds of phone calls to friendly lawyers who had
never been in immigration court, begging them to
take on even one asylum case. The New Mexico
Immigrant Law Center was forced to engage in
emergency grassroots fundraising to cover costs
as basic as transportation for staff members to
and from the prison.
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The dearth of lawyers able to respond to the
opening of a massive detention facility in Milan
ZDVQRWVXUSULVLQJWKH1HZ0H[LFREDUFRPSULVes only 51 attorneys who are members of the
American Immigration Lawyers Association.17
There is no immigration court in New Mexico,
and until Cibola began holding immigrants the
RQO\RWKHULPPLJUDWLRQMDLOVLQWKHVWDWHZHUHQHDU
the Texas border in Chaparral, New Mexico, and
(O3DVR7H[DV²KRXUVDZD\IURPWKHVWDWH¶V
population centers in Albuquerque and Santa Fe.
Melissa M. Lopez, the executive director of the
'LRFHVDQ0LJUDQWDQG5HIXJHH6HUYLFHVLQ(O
3DVRH[SODLQHGWKDWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQDOUHDG\LV
LQVXI¿FLHQWO\UHVRXUFHGWRPHHWWKHQHHGVRIWKH
immigrants detained in those other detention centers, which continue to hold thousands of immigrants. Imelda Maynard, an immigration attorney
at Catholic Charities of Southern New Mexico,
explained that it was infeasible to regularly travel
¿YHKRXUVWRWKH&LERODSULVRQIURPWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQ¶VRI¿FHLQ/DV&UXFHV$WWRUQH\VLQSULYDWH
practice described a landscape similarly limited
in options and capacity, even for those detained
at Cibola who are able to retain private counsel.
(See sidebar, page 7.)
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Frustration
& Desperation
Within the Cibola prison, the scarcity of available services has created an environment of
desperation and fear. Immigrants there have
told NIJC that they appreciated the information
offered during legal education presentations, but
remained overwhelmed by the prospect of representing themselves in court. Many struggled
to answer basic questions on immigration forms
written in a language they could not understand,
containing complex legal terms like “particular
social group” and references to American legal
statutes and international treaties.18
One young man who had spent 10 days at Cibola
told NIJC that he intended to seek asylum because his political activism put his life in danger
in his home country in Africa. But he found that
at Cibola “there are free lawyers to give guidance
but that there were no lawyers who would do representation in court.”
Another asylum seeker recalled making his way
through the list of free legal service providers proYLGHGE\'+6IHHOLQJLQFUHDVLQJO\IUXVWUDWHGDV
some organizations never answered their phones
and others said they could not take detained cases. NIJC was ultimately able to arrange for repUHVHQWDWLRQIRUWKLVPDQWKURXJKDPDMRUODZ¿UP
LQ'HQYHU&RORUDGRZKRKHOSHGKLPSUHSDUH
²DQGZLQ²KLVDV\OXPFDVH5HPRWHOHJDO
representation of this sort requires a tremendous commitment of resources, however, and is
unsustainable on a systemic scale. NIJC, which
maintains a large pro bono representation program that relies on well-developed relationships
ZLWKPDMRUODZ¿UPVKDVEHHQDEOHWRDUUDQJHIRU
remote pro bono immigration court representation
for only three individuals at the Cibola prison.
(See sidebar.)
A young Congolese man, Christopher20, was parWLFXODUO\XSVHWDERXWKLVLQDELOLW\WR¿QGDODZ\HU
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The Cost of Long-Distance
Pro Bono Representation19
NIJC worked with a Denver-based
¿UPWRUHSUHVHQWWKUHHLQGLYLGuals at the Cibola prison this
year. A pro bono attorney from
WKDW¿UPH[SODLQVWKDWWKHIDcility is an eight-hour drive
IURP'HQYHURUUHTXLUHVDÀLJKW
to Albuquerque, plus a car rental to drive another 90 minutes
to Cibola. She estimates the
¿UPKDVVSHQWDERXWDWWRUney hours traveling to and from
the prison on three separate
occasions for the three cases.
With airfare, car rentals, hotel
VWD\VDQGRWKHUWUDYHOH[SHQVes, these trips add up to thousands of dollars each.

EHFDXVHWKHLPPLJUDWLRQMXGJHKDGUHSHDWHGO\
advised him he should do everything possible to
¿QGRQH7KHMXGJHKDGUHFHQWO\GHQLHG&KULVtopher’s asylum application despite his arduous
MRXUQH\WRWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVWRÀHHZKDWKH
believed to be certain death in his home country.
Christopher’s time in detention had been particularly challenging due to ongoing health struggles
and a heightened sense of isolation because he
speaks a rare indigenous language. NIJC accepted Christopher’s case on appeal (which does not
require in-person representation) and was able to
review his immigration court proceedings.
$W&KULVWRSKHU¶V¿UVWFRXUWKHDULQJWKHMXGJH
told him that “one of your most important rights
is the right to have an attorney or other representative speak on your behalf.” Christopher
replied (through an interpreter): “So now, right
KHUH,¶PLQWKHMDLO,¶PLQGHWHQWLRQ,GRQ¶WNQRZ
as an asylum [sic], I don’t know how things work
National Immigrant Justice Center

here. In asylum, I have to
VWD\LQWKHMDLO+RZDP,
going to get that attorney if
,¶PKHUH"´:KHQWKHMXGJH
asked him about the list of
free legal service providers
KHKDGUHFHLYHGIURP,&(
he replied, “Okay, this list
here, when you call people,
they don’t answer. They
don’t pick up the phone.
A lot of people are calling
them but nobody is picking
up their phones.”
Over the course of Christopher’s immigration hearings,
KHGHVFULEHGWRWKHMXGJH
his ongoing health problems
and his confusion as to how
to complete basic tasks necessary to his self-repUHVHQWDWLRQVXFKDV¿OOLQJRXWWKH,DV\OXP
application form. At one point Christopher pled,
“I’m here as a prisoner. I’m here, I’m arrested as
DFULPLQDO$QGZKHQ,¶PQRW±,GRQ¶WXQGHUVWDQG
anything, Madam.” In the end, the immigration
MXGJHGHQLHGDV\OXPODUJHO\RQWKHEDVLVRIWKH
,&(SURVHFXWRU¶VDUJXPHQWWKDW&KULVWRSKHUKDG
not obtained corroboration of his claims of past
KDUP±HYLGHQFHKHKDGEHHQXQDEOHWRREWDLQ
due to isolation and an inability to communicate
with the outside world.
This situation is also grim, but in different ways,
for women in the transgender housing unit at
Cibola. That population has a higher probability of obtaining representation due to national
programs, including NIJC’s LGBTQ Immigrant
Rights Initiative, dedicated to the representation
of transgender individuals. Additionally, many of
the individuals in the unit had been transferred
to Cibola from California after the Santa Ana City
-DLOVWRSSHGKRXVLQJLPPLJUDQWVLQ0D\
they had acquired lawyers before being transferred.21 For this population, although legal repNational Immigrant Justice Center

resentation is statistically more likely, the mental
KHDOWKFKDOOHQJHVRIGHWHQWLRQUHPDLQVLJQL¿FDQW
Clients in this unit express desperation about
being detained and frustration with the way the
system works. One transgender woman at Cibola, represented by NIJC in a federal court appeal,
has frequently remarked that it would be better
WRVXIIHUWKHIDVWGHDWKWKDWDZDLWVKHULQ+RQGXras than to suffer the slow death of immigration
detention.

The Future of
Immigration Detention:
Why Cibola Matters
'+6SDLGOLWWOHKHHGWRWKHGHDUWKRIDIIRUGDEOH
legal services near Cibola when it entered its
agreement with Cibola County and CoreCivic.
Such a lapse is by no means new or unique.
'+6KDVJURZQDQGPDLQWDLQHGWKHLPPLJUDWLRQ
detention system in a manner incompatible with
civil rights and due process protections.
In many ways, the Trump administration inherited
Page 8

an immigration detention
system already riddled with
DEXVHDQGQHJOHFW'HWDLQHG
individuals, advocacy organizations including NIJC,
DQG'+6¶V2I¿FHRI,QVSHFtor General have reported
for decades on the profoundly inhumane conditions
pervasive throughout the
detention system, including:
the excessive and arbitrary
XVHRIVROLWDU\FRQ¿QHPHQW22 inadequate, unsafe
DQGVSRLOHGIRRGVHUYLFH23
DEXVHRIIRUFHE\RI¿FHUV24
and deaths attributable to
medical negligence.25 Rather than assess possible
reforms to address these
SUREOHPV²DVWKHQRQSDUWLVDQ+RPHODQG6HFXrity Advisory Council advised in late 201626²WKH
Trump administration quickly implemented changHVWKDWH[DFHUEDWHGH[LVWLQJKDUPV7RGD\'+6
MDLOVDSSUR[LPDWHO\LPPLJUDQWVGDLO\²
more than any administration in recent history27²
and holds them longer.28 The administration has
publicly embraced the use of prolonged detention
for asylum seekers29 and moved to weaken the
standards governing conditions of detention.30

(QJOLVKPXVWGHYHORSKHURZQOHJDODUJXPHQWV
for relief eligibility, gather evidence that is often
only available from within her country of origin
(where she may fear for her own or her family’s
VDIHW\ FRPSOHWHDQDSSOLFDWLRQLQ(QJOLVKDQG
present a coherent presentation of her case to an
LPPLJUDWLRQMXGJHDOOZKLOHDJRYHUQPHQWIXQGHG'+6SURVHFXWRUDUJXHVIRUKHUGHSRUWDWLRQ34
Faced with such a daunting task, immigrants
enduring the isolation of detention are far less
likely than those living in the community to deImmigrants in detention centers throughout the
fend against deportation and less likely to win
FRXQWU\IDFHWKHVDPHIUXVWUDWLRQVDVWKRVHMDLOHG their cases when they do so. The psychological
DW&LERODZKHQWKH\WU\WR¿QGDODZ\HU1DWLRQharms caused by detention, especially for those
DOO\IHZHUWKDQRQHLQHYHU\¿YHLPPLJUDQWVLQ
with previous histories of torture or trauma,35 are
GHWHQWLRQLVDEOHWR¿QGDODZ\HU31 The Los Ange- so debilitating that even those with the strongest
les Times recently reported that about 30 percent claims to legal protection in the United States
RIGHWDLQHGLPPLJUDQWVDUHMDLOHGPRUHWKDQ
often abandon the process and choose deportamiles from the nearest government-listed legal
tion instead.36'HWDLQHGLPPLJUDQWVZLWKODZ\HUV
service provider,32 with a median distance beare 11 times more likely to pursue relief and are
at least twice as likely to obtain relief as detained
tween the facility and the service provider of 56
33
immigrants without counsel.37 A study analyzing
miles.
the impact of appointed counsel for detained imPLJUDQWVLQ1HZ<RUN&LW\IRXQGDSHUFHQW
Access to counsel is important. Unrepresented,
increase in successful outcomes when universal
a detained immigrant, who often does not speak
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representation became available.38
7KHUHLVQRGRXEWWKDW'+6NQRZVZKDWLWLV
doing. NIJC’s 2010 report Isolated in Detention documented the due process crisis already
unfolding in the immigration detention system. At
that time, NIJC found that 80 percent of detained
immigrants were held in facilities that were severely underserved by legal aid organizations,
with more than 100 immigrants for every full-time
QRQSUR¿WDWWRUQH\SURYLGLQJOHJDOVHUYLFHV´39 The
UHSRUWSUHVHQWHGHLJKWUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVWR'+6
DQGWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI-XVWLFHWRLPSURYHDFFHVV
to legal counsel for detained immigrants.40 Not
one of the recommendations has been adopted
or implemented by either agency.

will be deported, regardless of the merits or
strength of their defense to deportation. At Cibola
and prisons like it throughout the United States,
incarceration has become another weapon in
the administration’s arsenal, intended to facilitate
mass removals no matter the cost to due process
or civil rights.

Recommendations
'+6PXVWFORVHGHWHQWLRQIDFLOLWLHVOLNH&LEROD
where due process is non-existent given individuals’ lack of access to counsel.
Congress must cut appropriated funds for immigration detention, in light of the civil rights and
due process crisis within the system.

5HFHQWO\'+6DQQRXQFHGLWVLQWHUHVWLQEXLOGLQJ
QHZSULVRQVLQRUQHDUVRXWKHUQ7H[DV&KLFDJR
6SHFL¿FDOO\&RQJUHVVPXVW
,OOLQRLV'HWURLW0LFKLJDQ6W3DXO0LQQHVRWD
and Salt Lake City, Utah. The agency stated its
goal was to increase the system’s capacity by up 1. Cease funding to detain individuals where
WKHUHLVQRHYLGHQFHRIÀLJKWRUVHFXULW\ULVN
to 4,000 more beds.41 Legal aid organizations in
WKHVHUHJLRQVVHQWDOHWWHUWR'+6H[SODLQLQJWKDW
2. (QJDJHLQUREXVWRYHUVLJKWWRHQVXUHWKDW
they would have little or no capacity to provide
ZKHQ'+6GRHVXWLOL]HGHWHQWLRQIXQGLQJLV
meaningful access to counsel if the government
only available for facilities where there is sufcarries out this expansion.42 As of publication of
¿FLHQWDFFHVVWROHJDOFRXQVHO DQHVWDEOLVKHG
WKLVUHSRUW'+6KDVQRWUHVSRQGHGWRWKLVOHWWHU
immigration bar) and adequate health care for
nor contacted any of the organizations to assess
individuals in detention.
access to legal counsel.
The administration seems poised to duplicate Cibola throughout the country. Its goal is
clear: by undermining detained immigrants’
access to counsel, the administration ratchets up its removal rates.
:KHQWKHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQÀDXQWVLWVUHFRUGUDWHV
of deportations, it is telling a story of what happens to immigrants like Christopher and hundreds of others at Cibola who face insurmountDEOHEDUULHUVWRMXVWLFHQRWGHVFULELQJDOHJLWLPDWH
outcome of enforcement of United States law.
Jailing immigrants during their deportation proFHHGLQJVPDNHVLWVLJQL¿FDQWO\PRUHOLNHO\WKH\
National Immigrant Justice Center
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